
December 18, 2008 
 
Dear President-elect Obama,  
 
As students of American history, we are heartened by your commitment to a jobs 
stimulus program inspired by the New Deal and aimed at helping "Main Street."  We 
firmly believe that such a strategy not only helps the greatest number in our communities 
but goes a long way toward correcting longstanding national problems.  
 
For all our admiration of FDR's reform efforts, we must also point out that the New 
Deal's jobs initiative was overwhelmingly directed toward skilled male and mainly white 
workers.  This was a mistake in the 1930s, and it would be a far greater mistake in the 
21st century economy, when so many families depend on women's wages and when our 
nation is even more racially diverse.   
 
We all know that our country's infrastructure is literally rusting away. But our social 
infrastructure is equally important to a vibrant economy and livable society, and it too is 
crumbling.  Investment in education and jobs in health and care work shore up our 
national welfare as well as our current and future productivity.  Revitalizing the economy 
will require better and more widespread access to education to foster creative approaches 
and popular participation in responding to the many challenges we face. 
 
As you wrestle with the country's desperate need for universal health insurance, we know 
you are aware that along with improved access we need to prioritize expenditure on 
preventive health.  We could train a corps of health educators to work in schools and 
malls and medical offices.  As people live longer, the inadequacy of our systems of care 
for the disabled and elderly becomes ever more apparent.  While medical research works 
against illness and disability, there is equal need for people doing the less noticed work of 
supervision, rehabilitation, prevention, and personal care.   
 
We are also concerned that if the stimulus package primarily emphasizes construction, it 
is likely to reinforce existing gender inequities.  Women today make up 46 percent of the 
labor force.  Simple fairness requires creating that proportion of job opportunities for 
them.  Some of this can and should be accomplished through training programs and other 
measures to help women enter traditionally male-occupied jobs.  But it can also be 
accomplished by creating much-needed jobs in the vital sectors where women are now 
concentrated.   
 
The most popular programs of the New Deal were its public jobs.  They commanded 
respect in large part because the results were so visible: tens of thousands of new 
courthouses, firehouses, hospitals, and schools; massive investment in road-building, 
reforestation, water and sewage treatment, and other aspects of the nation's physical 
plant--not to mention the monumental Triborough Bridge, and the Grand Coulee and 
Bonneville dams. But the construction emphasis discriminated against women.  At best 
women were 18% of those hired and, like non-white men, got inferior jobs.  While some 
of the well-educated obtained jobs through the small white-collar and renowned arts 



programs, the less well-educated were put to work in sewing projects, often at busy work, 
and African American and Mexican American women were slotted into domestic service.  
This New Deal policy assumed that nearly all women had men to support them and 
underestimated the numbers of women who were supporting dependents.   
 
Today most policy-makers recognize that the male-breadwinner-for-every-household 
assumption is outdated. Moreover, experts agree that, throughout the globe, making jobs 
and income available to women greatly improves family well-being.  Most low-income 
women, like men, are eager to work, but the jobs available to them too often provide no 
sick leave, no health insurance, no pensions, and, for mothers, pay less than the cost of 
child care.  The part-time jobs that leave mothers adequate time to care for their children 
almost never provide these benefits.   
 
Meanwhile the country needs a stronger social as well as physical infrastructure.  
Teachers, social workers, elder-  and child-care providers and attendants for disabled 
people are overwhelmed with the size of their classes and caseloads.  We need more 
teachers and teachers' aides, nurses and nurses' aides, case workers, playground 
attendants, day-care workers, home care workers; we need more senior centers, after-
school programs, athletic leagues, music, and art lessons.  These are not luxuries, 
although locality after locality has had to cut them.  They are the investments that can 
make the U.S. economically competitive as we confront an increasingly dynamic global 
economy.  Like physical infrastructure projects, these jobs-rich investments are, literally, 
ready to go. 
 
A jobs-centered stimulus package to revitalize and “green” the economy needs to make 
caring work as important as construction work.  We need to rebuild not only concrete and 
steel bridges but also human bridges, the social connections that create cohesive 
communities.  We need a stimulus program that is maximally inclusive.  History shows 
us that these concerns cannot be postponed until big business has returned to "normal." 
We look to the new administration not just for recovery but for a more humane 
direction—and in the awareness that what happens in the first 100 days and in response 
to immediate need sets the framework for the longer haul of reform.   
 
    Mimi Abramovitz, Hunter College 
    Rosalyn Baxandall, SUNY Old Westbury 
    Eileen Boris, UC Santa Barbara 
    Linda Gordon, New York University 
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    Sally Stein, UC Irvine 
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Jeff Madrick, The New School and The Cooper Union 
Deborah Malamud, New York University 
Lynn Mally, University of California, Irvine 
Susan Fry Mamis, Mamis/Gnall Partners  
Betty Reid Mandell, Bridgewater State College 
Marvin Mandell, Curry College 
Christine L. Manganaro, University of Minnesota 
Susan Mann, University of New Orleans 
Rama Sundari Mantena, University of Illinois, Chicago 
Odysseus Manzi, University of Vermont 
Laura Mamo, University of Maryland, College Park 
Alejandra Marchevsky, California State University, Los Angeles 



Zachary Marcus, Brown University 
Harold Marcuse, University of California, Santa Barbara 
Randy Martin, New York University 
Waldo E. Martin, Jr., University of California, Berkeley 
Michele Mason, University of Maryland, College Park 
Ann Matsuuchi, CUNY, Brooklyn College Library 
Julie Matthaei, Wellesley College 
Elaine Tyler May, University of Minnesota 
John Maynard, New York University 
Lester J. Mazor, Emeritus Professor of Law, Hampshire College 
Anne McCants, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
Joseph A. McCartin, Georgetown University 
James P. McCartin, Seton Hall University 
Robert W. McChesney, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
Anne McClintock, University of Wisconsin, Madison 
Amanda McCoy, University of San Francisco 
Robert S. McElvaine, Millsaps College 
Laura McEnaney, Whittier College  
Gwen McEvoy, University of California, Los Angeles 
Rebecca McLennan, University of California, Berkeley 
Barbara F. McManus, The College of New Rochelle 
J. Sears McGee, University of California, Santa Barbara 
Megan McLaughlin, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign 
Nancy McLoughlin, University of California, Irvine 
Mary A. McMurray, University of Missouri, Kansas City  
Dale Melcher, University of Massachusetts, Amherst 
Paige Meltzer, Brown University 
Sandra Mendiola, University of Alabama, Huntsville 
Sally Engle Merry, New York University  
Molly Merryman, Kent State University, Trumbull 
Ruth Messinger, President, American Jewish World Service 
Andrea Bertotti Metoyer, Gonzaga University  
Jack Metzgar, Roosevelt University  
Leisa D. Meyer, The College of William and Mary 
Joanne Meyerowitz, Yale University 
Sonya Michel, University of Maryland, College Park 
Julia Mickenberg, University of Texas, Austin 
Stephan Miescher, University of California, Santa Barbara 
Ruth Milkman, University of California, Los Angeles 
Laura Miller, Loyola University 
Lee M. Miller, Sam Houston State University 
Sarah Miller, Smith College School for Social Work 
Dennis Mills,  Independent Scholar 
Beth Mintz, University of Vermont 
Steven Mintz, Columbia University 
Bella Mirabella, New York University 



Joya Misra, University of Massachusetts, Amherst 
Jennifer Mittelstadt, Pennsylvania State University 
Chiori Miyagawa, Playwright 
Bob Moeller, University of California, Irvine 
Marian Mogulescu,  Educational Consultant  
Susan Moir, University of Massachusetts Boston  
Marian Mollin, Virginia Tech 
Deirdre Moloney, George Mason University 
David Montgomery, Yale University 
Anne Marie Montijo 
Margaret Montoya, University of New Mexico 
Maria E. Montoya, New York University 
Regina Morantz-Sanchez, University of Michigan 
Carol Morgaine, Portland, State University 
Jennifer Craft Morgan, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill 
Ruth Morgan, Community Works West 
Sandra Morgen, University of Oregon 
Christine H. Morton, Stanford University 
Jill Moser, Empire State College 
Sarah Moser, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
Leith Mullings, Graduate Center, CUNY 
Robyn Muncy, University of Maryland, College Park 
Christin L. Munsch, Cornell University 
Carol Munter, Psychoanalyst  
Michael J. Murphy, Washington University 
Laryssa Mykyta, University of Pennsylvania 
Premilla Nadasen, Queens College, CUNY 
Mechthild Nagel, SUNY Cortland  
Nancy A. Naples, University of Connecticut 
David Nasaw, The Graduate Center, CUNY 
Julie Nash, University of Massachusetts Lowell  
Michael Nash, New York University  
Holly Near, Singer/songwriter 
Geneva Nelson, Unitarian Universalist Church 
Julie A. Nelson, University of Massachusetts, Boston 
Margaret K. Nelson, Middlebury College  
Joy P. Newmann, University of Wisconsin, Madison 
Mae M Ngai, Columbia University 
Linda Nochlin, New York University Institute of Fine Arts. 
Linda Nicholson, Washington University St. Louis 
Marilyn Kleinberg Neimark, Baruch College, CUNY 
Carl Nightingale, University at Buffalo SUNY 
Laurie Nisonoff, Hampshire College 
Mary Nolan, New York University 
Jill Norgren, John Jay College and the Graduate Center, CUNY  
Barbara T. Norton, Widener University 



Judy Norsigian, Our Bodies Ourselves  
Mary Beth Norton, Cornell University and Huntington Library 
Lorie Novak, New York University 
Himilce Novas, Independent historian  
Tara Nummedal, Brown University 
Julie Nusbaum, Mount Sinai School of Medicine 
Lynn K. Nyhart, University of Wisconsin, Madison  
Tavia Nyong'o, New York University 
Karen M. O'Brien, University of Maryland, College Park 
Gary Y. Okihiro, Columbia University 
Jocelyn Olcott, Duke University 
Melvin L. Oliver, University of California, Santa Barbara 
Susan O'Malley, Kingsborough, CUNY  
Lisa Oppenheim, Chicago Metro History Education Center 
Valérie K. Orlando, University of Maryland, College Park 
Ashley Osment, University of North Carolina Center for Civil Rights 
Alejandra B. Osorio, Wellesley College 
Grey Osterud, Independent Scholar 
Alicia Ostriker, Rutgers University 
Dave Overfelt 
Gloria Overfelt 
Elizabeth Palley, Adelphi University 
Phyllis Palmer, George Washington University  
Abby Pariser, Code Pink Long Island Women for Peace 
Celine-Marie Pascale, American University 
Fiona Patterson, University of Vermont 
John S. Patterson, Pennsylvania State Harrisburg 
Mary Pattillo, Northwestern University 
Martha D. Patton, University of Missouri 
Carolyn G. Peabody, Stony Brook University SUNY 
Diana May Pearce, University of Washington 
Gail Pellett, Gail Pellett Productions  
Susan D. Pennybacker, Trinity College 
Monica Perales, University of Houston  
Carol Ortman Perkins, Minnesota State University, Mankato 
Martin S. Pernick, University of Michigan  
Rosalind Petchesky, Hunter College and the Graduate Center, CUNY 
Catherine Phipps, University of Memphis 
Sara Plachta-Elliott, Brandeis University 
Uta G. Poiger, University of Washington 
Dana Polan, New York University 
James T. Polk, University of Missouri 
Katha Pollitt, Writer 
Susan L Porter, Brandeis University 
Constance J. Post, Iowa State University 
Sarah Potter, University of Memphis 



Deepti Pradhan, Yale University 
Riv-Ellen Prell, University of Minnesota 
Heather Munro Prescott, Central Connecticut State University 
Andrea L. Press, University of Virginia 
Sally M. Promey, Yale University  
Rose M. Perez, Fordham University 
Stacy Pies, New York University 
Kathy Peiss, University of Pennsylvania 
Rebecca Jo Plant, University of California, San Diego 
Tony Platt, Sacramento State University 
Alyssa Mt. Pleasant, Yale University 
Elizabeth Pleck, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign 
Cynthia R. Poe, University of Wisconsin, Madison 
Claire Potter, Wesleyan University 
Margaret Power, Illinois Institute of Technology 
Anastasia L. Pratt, Ph.D., SUNY Empire State College 
Harriet B. Presser, University of Maryland 
Ann Pugh, University of Vermont 
Laura Punnett, University of Massachusetts, Lowell 
Sophie Quest, University of Vermont 
William Quigley, Loyola University New Orleans 
Carol Quirke, SUNY Old Westbury 
Phyllis Hutton Raabe,  University of New Orleans, 
Dana Rabin, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign 
Peter Rachleff, Macalester College  
Robert M. Rakoff, Hampshire College 
Shyamala Raman  
Rajeswari Sunder Rajan, New York University 
Jacki Rand, University of Iowa  
Barbara Ransby, University of Illinois, Chicago 
Rayna Rapp, New York University 
Erika Rappaport, University of California, Santa Barbara 
Joanne Rappaport, Georgetown University  
Paula Rayman, University of Massachusetts, Lowell 
Leslie J. Reagan, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign 
Nancy F. Regalado, New York University 
Suzanna Reiss, University of Hawai'i Manoa 
Tim Reiss, New York University  
Karen Remmler, Mount Holyoke College 
Steven D. Reschly, Truman State University 
Susan M. Reverby, Wellesley College 
Anne Boyd Rioux, University of New Orleans 
Gretchen Ritter, University of Texas, Austin 
Mark W. Robbins, Brown University 
Dorothy E. Roberts, Northwestern University School of Law 
Mary Louise Roberts, University of Wisconsin, Madison  



Moss Roberts, New York University 
Elizabeth Robinson, University of California, Santa Barbara 
Susan E. Roche, University of Vermont 
Jennifer Rochow 
Seth Rockman, Brown University 
Yana Rodgers, Rutgers University 
Naomi Rogers, Yale University 
Robert J. Rose 
Hannah Rosen, University of Michigan 
Jenna Rosen, Jenna Rosen Development Services  
Emily S. Rosenberg, University of California, Irvine 
Norman L. Rosenberg, Macalester College 
Rosalind Rosenberg, Barnard College 
Deborah Rosenfelt, University of Maryland, College Park 
Marguerite G. Rosenthal, Salem State College  
Andrew  Ross, New York University 
Dorothy Ross, Johns Hopkins University  
Ellen Ross, Ramapo College 
Kathleen Ross, New York University 
Elyce J. Rotella, Indiana University 
Louise Marie Roth, University of Arizona 
Alice Rothchild, Harvard Medical School  
David J. Rothman, Columbia University  
Sheila M. Rothman, Columbia University 
Matthew Rothschild, The Progressive 
Michelle Rowley, University of Maryland, College Park  
Sharmila Rudrappa, University of Texas, Austin 
Vicki L. Ruiz, University of California, Irvine 
Leila J. Rupp, University of California, Santa Barbara 
Mary Russo, Hampshire College 
Rochelle G. Ruthchild, The Union Institute and University 
Mary P. Ryan, Johns Hopkins University  
Lynn Sacco, University of Tennessee, Knoxville 
Bethel Saler, Haverford College 
Neal Salisbury, Smith College 
Roberta L. Salper, Brandeis University 
George J. Sanchez, University of Southern California 
Wendy Sarvasy, California State University, East Bay 
Mitziko Sawada, Hampshire College 
Patricia A. Schechter, Portland State University 
Teresa Scherzer, University of California, San Francisco  
Elizabeth Schneider, Brooklyn Law School 
Kim Schreck, Washington University 
Lisa Schreibersdorf, University of Wisconsin-Fond du Lac  
Jane T. Schulenburg, University of Wisconsin, Madison  
Vicki Schultz, Yale Law School 



Lynne Sharon Schwartz, Bennington Writing Seminars 
Ivy Schweitzer, Dartmouth College 
Mary M. Schweitzer, University of Pennsylvania 
Rebecca Scott, University of Missouri-Columbia 
Mary Seem, Brown University 
Marcia Texler Segal, Indiana University Southeast  
Saundra Segan, Metropolitan Institute for Psychological Practice and Training  
Sarah Seidman, Brown University 
Robert Self, Brown University 
Linda J. Seligmann, George Mason University 
Jason R. Sellers, University of California, Irvine 
Ingrid Semaan, University of Connecticut 
Richard Sennett, New York University 
Holly L. Sexton, University of Nebraska, Lincoln 
Robert Shaffer, Shippensburg University of Pennsylvania 
Sue A. Shapiro, New York University  
Charlotte Sheedy, Literary agent 
Emily Zeanah Shelton 
Naoko Shibusawa, Brown University 
Colleen Shogan, George Mason University 
Linda Shortliffe, Stanford University 
Alix Kates Shulman, Writer  
Barbara Sicherman, Trinity College 
Mona Siegel, California State University - Sacramento  
Irene Silverblatt, Duke University 
John Victor Singler, New York University 
Ellen S. Silber, Fordham University 
William Sites, University of Chicago 
Sheila Skemp, University of Mississippi 
Kathryn Kish Sklar, SUNY Binghamton 
Perii Skolnick 
Thomas P. Slaughter, University of Rochester 
William Smaldone, Willamette University 
Bea Ann Smith, Justice (ret.) 
Elizabeth Smith, University of California, San Francisco  
Jason Scott Smith, University of New Mexico 
Judith R. Smith, Fordham University  
Susan L. Smith, University of Alberta 
Lisa Smulyan, Swarthmore College 
Susan Smulyan, Brown University  
Ann Snitow, New School for Social Research 
Alisa Solomon Columbia University 
Marya R. Sosulski, Michigan State University 
Margaret R. Somers, University of Michigan  
Eve Spangler, Boston College 
James T. Sparrow, University of Chicago 



Robyn Spencer, Lehman College, CUNY 
Paul Spickard, University of California, Santa Barbara 
Jutta Sperling, Hampshire College 
Clare L. Stacey, Kent State University 
Judith Stacey, New York University 
Kimberlee Staking, University of Maryland, College Park 
Maren Stange, The Cooper Union 
Amy Dru Stanley, University of Chicago 
Linda Stein, Sculptor 
Gloria Steinem, Women’s Media Center 
Sarah Stillman, Oxford University 
Zabelle Stodola, University of Arkansas, Little Rock 
Pamela Stone, Hunter College and Graduate Center, CUNY 
Landon Storrs, University of Houston 
Chris Straayer, New York University 
S. Lala A. Straussner, New York University 
Nelly P. Stromquist, University of Maryland, College Park 
Timothy Stroup, John Jay College of Criminal Justice, CUNY 
Philippa Strum, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars 
Nancy Rubin Stuart, Independent Historian 
Mary Ann Sullivan, Bluffton University  
Mary Summers, University of Pennsylvania 
Rachelle Sussman, New York University  
Constance Sutton, New York University 
Ásta Sveinsdóttir, San Francisco State University 
Mary Swanson, Colorado State University  
Amy Swerdlow, Sarah Lawrence College 
Stacie Taranto, Brown University  
Shira Tarrant, California State University, Long Beach 
Bruce Taub, Progressive Democrats of America 
Carol A. Tavris, Social Psychologist 
Meredith Tax, Writer 
Diana Taylor, New York University  
Tiffany Taylor, Kent State University 
Ula Taylor, University of California, Berkeley 
Lisa Tetrault, Carnegie Mellon University 
Jeanne Theoharis, Brooklyn College of CUNY 
Lynn M. Thomas, University of Washington 
Barrie Thorne, University of California, Berkeley 
Leonore Tiefer, NYU School of Medicine 
Chris Tilly, University of California, Los Angeles 
Heidi Tinsman, University of California Irvine 
Dominique A Tobbell, University of Minnesota 
Deborah L. Tolman, Hunter College, CUNY  
Nancy Tomes, Stony Brook University 
Susan J. Tracy, Hampshire College 



Mary K. Trigg, Rutgers University 
Joan C. Tronto, Hunter College, CUNY 
John Troutman, University of Louisiana, Lafayette 
Anna Tsing, University of California, Santa Cruz 
Arleen Tuchman, Vanderbilt University  
Susan Tungate, Colorado State University 
Mary Tuominen, Denison University 
Diana Turk, New York University 
Jema K. Turk, Brandeis University 
Elizabeth Hayes Turner, University of North Texas 
Sandra Turner, Fordham University 
Teresa M. Twomey, Central Connecticut State University 
Jane Tylus, New York University 
James S. Uleman, New York University 
Fatma Gul Unal,  Bard College 
Marina Urbach, Independent Curator 
Daniel H. Usner, Jr., Vanderbilt University 
Siva Vaidhyanathan, University of Virginia 
Catherine G. Valentine, Nazareth College 
Deborah Valenze, Barnard College 
Marjolein van der Veen, Bellevue Community College  
Shouleh Vatanabadi, New York University  
John B. Van Sickle, Brooklyn College  
Darcie Vandegrift, Drake University  
Mary Kay Vaughan, University of Maryland, College Park 
Leonila Vega, Direct Care Alliance, Inc. 
Anne K. Vittoria, SUNY Cortland  
Joan Vogel, Vermont Law School 
Shirley Teresa Wajda, Kent State University 
Daniel J. Walkowitz, New York University 
Mike Wallace, John Jay College 
Anne Walthall, University of California, Irvine 
Deborah E. Ward, Rutgers University 
Jane Ward, University of California, Riverside 
Rev. Anita R. Warner, Advent Lutheran Church 
John Harley Warner, Yale University 
Sharon M. Wasco, University of Massachusetts, Lowell 
Irma Watkins-Owens, Fordham University 
Nicholas Watson, Harvard University 
Sandra R. Waxman, Northwestern University  
Lynn Weber, University of South Carolina  
Eve Weinbaum, University of Massachusetts, Amherst  
Barbara Weinstein, New York University 
Marley S. Weiss, University of Maryland School of Law  
Barbara Y. Welke, University of Minnesota 
Janice Wood Wetzel 



Laura Wexler, Yale University 
Jean C. Whelan, University of Pennsylvania  
E. Frances White, New York University 
Lucie White, Harvard Law School 
Sophie White, University of Notre Dame 
LeeAnn Whites, University of Missouri 
Donald W. Whisenhunt  
Hugh Wilford, California State University, Long Beach 
Amy C. Wilkins, University of Colorado, Boulder 
Joy Wiltenburg, Rowan University 
Howard Winant, University of California, Santa Barbara 
Barbara Winslow, Brooklyn College CUNY 
Rachel Winslow, University of California, Santa Barbara 
Jane Winston, Northwestern University 
Ann Withorn, University of Massachusetts, Boston 
Susan Wittenberg 
Judith Wittner, Loyola University 
Victoria W. Wolcott, University of Rochester 
Elizabeth Wood, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
Diane L. Wolf, Professor, University of California, Davis 
Jackie Wolf, Ohio University  
Linda Wolfson, Housatonic Community College, Connecticut 
Nan Elizabeth Woodruff, Pennsylvania State University 
Laura Woodworth-Ney, Idaho State University 
Erik Olin Wright University of Wisconsin 
Catherine Wright, National Association of Mothers' Centers (NAMC) 
Hilary E. Wyss, Auburn University 
Xu, Guoqi, Harvard University  
Marilyn B. Young, New York University 
Patrick Young, University of Massachusetts, Lowell 
June Zaccone, Hofstra University 
Ruth Enid Zambrana, University of Maryland, College Park 
Lela Zaphiropoulos 
Jennifer Zelnick, Salem State College School of Social Work 
Jonathan Zimmerman, New York University 
Mary K. Zimmerman, University of Kansas  
Angela Zito, New York University 
 


